
What do you do when your current situation contradicts what God has said?

Two Scumbags, Scheming for God (Read Genesis 16:1-6)
Technically, Abram and Sarai aren’t violating any command, but do you think 
they are doing what they should? Why or why not?

Sarai clearly brought this situation on herself, but she feels like a victim. Why do 
people consider themselves victims when they cause their own problems?

On Sunday, I said it was a very small step to go from taking matters into our own 
hands to being willing to do “whatever must be done” to achieve some goal. 
What’s the end result of a person who is willing to do “whatever must be done”?

What do you think Sarai and Abram should have done differently?

God Sees the Oppressed (Read Genesis 16:7-16)
Verse 7 indicates that the “Angel of the LORD” “found” Hagar. The first concept is important 
because “Angel of the LORD” often refers to a physical manifestation of the presence of 
God himself, and our best guess is that this is an appearance of Jesus himself. Furthermore, 
the word translated “found” here implies that this finding happened after a process of 
searching.

What does it mean to you that God made a special effort to find and talk with 
Hagar?

What does it mean to you that God told Hagar she would be blessed if she went 
back to her mistress?

Are there any “Hagars” you know who need someone to “seek” them out and 
offer them blessing?

God’s Really in Charge (Read Genesis 17)
In verses 3-22, God re-ups the covenant with Abram, but raises the stakes, and reaffirms that 
the whole covenant thing is really God’s—Abram’s identity, Ishmael’s future, and even the 
strategy for making the covenant happen, are all God’s!

What does God expect out of Abram/Abraham in the covenant?
Which comes first, Abram’s obedience or God’s promise?

Take it Home
What’s your response to these three statements?
✴ God’s blessings are available to everyone in the covenant family.
✴ God’s blessings are given through only one son.
✴ God’s blessings are given to those who let Him be in charge.
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